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2014 marks the centenary of the outbreak of the First World War. 

Mobberley was no exception in its contribution to the war effort. Forty-

eight men with Mobberley links died and a further two hundred and forty 

men either volunteered or were called up from a community that before 

the war was much smaller than the village we know today. We should 

not forget the contribution and sacrifices made by the mothers, fathers, 

wives and children of those who joined up. 

Mobberley (and society in general) have changed so much in the last 

hundred years and yet there are still many residents of our village whose 

father or grandfather, uncle or great uncle served at some point between 

1914 and 1918. This booklet is part of your Parish Councilôs recognition 

of the importance of Mobberleyôs contribution to the war effort. It tries to 

identify all of those remembered at the service of dedication held in 1921 

and through whatever information has survived provide a brief portrait of 

where they lived and how they fitted in to village life just before hostilities 

were declared. 

In 1921 a memorial to those who had lost their lives in the Great War of 

1914-18 was unveiled on the bank adjoining the St Wilfridôs churchyard 

wall. The service of dedication also listed the names of all those who 

had served and survived from Mobberley. It is not clear how the list of 

names was compiled. It consisted of men who had been born in 

Mobberley (even if by the time war was declared they no longer did), 

men who lived in Mobberley before and after the war, and men who for 

whatever reason moved to Mobberley, often marrying a Mobberley girl. It 

has been possible to identify nearly all of them from birth, marriage and 

census records up to 1911. Thirty-nine men were listed as killed with 

another nine men listed on other memorials where they had moved 

away from Mobberley by the time of their deaths. Two hundred and 

eighteen were listed as having served and survived at the service of 

dedication. Another forty have been identified as having Mobberley 

connections but who were not included at the time perhaps, like the 

Mallory brothers, because the family had moved away from the village 

shortly before the war. This total of three hundred and six is remarkable 

when one considers that there were only three hundred and twenty-two 

households and just over one thousand and four hundred individuals 

living in Mobberley in 1911. 
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To mark the centenary of the outbreak of war in 1911 this alphabetical 

record of those who died followed by those who survived has been 

compiled with a brief summary of their connection with Mobberley where 

it has been found.  Unfortunately many of the soldiersô war records did 

not survive the bombing of London in the second world war but of the 

two hundred and eighty nine Mobberley men, ninety-five records have at 

least in part survived providing more detail than would otherwise be 

available around a century later. Additionally, microfilms of the Knutsford 

Guardians for 1914 through to 1917 give a sense, through reports of 

casualties but also letters home from soldiers, of how the war 

progressed for those waiting for news or yet to enlist. I would be 

delighted to hear from anyone who can add to or correct the contents 

and particularly anyone who has a photograph of one of the men 

Alistair MacLeod (third edition 18th November 2014) 

 

 

This photograph shows a horse-drawn gun carriage in Town Lane in 1914 having 

passed the Rajar Cottages (on the right) and roughly opposite where the Rajar 

Building stands today. The house called Beechcroft (as it still is) stands alone on the 

corner with Pavement Lane well before the construction of Bucklow Avenue twenty 

years later. 
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THOSE WHO DIED 

Charles Acton (12548) was born in Mobberley in 1896 and died in 

France on 24th July 1916 serving with the 19th Battalion of the 

Manchester Regiment (4th Manchester Pals). He was brought up by his 

Uncle and Aunt (Henry and Hannah Abbott) in Northwich. He is buried in 

Boulogne Eastern Cemetery. 

Knutsford Guardian 4th August 1916: ñPrivate Charles Acton, 

son of Mr Thomas Acton, Paddock Hill, Mobberley has died of 

wounds received in the offensive in France. 

Aged 20, Acton was employed as an accountantôs clerk at 

Northwich before the war and joined the Manchester óPalsô. He 

was shot through the cheek and neck and died eight days after 

his admission to a base hospital. 

From babyhood Acton had made his home with his uncle and 

aunt and they had the privilege of seeing him in hospital before 

his death, and afterwards attending his funeral. A brother is 

serving with the Grenadier Guards.ò 

 

Herbert Aldcroft (27612) was born in Moss Lane in 

1886. He served in the 1st Battalion, Cheshire 

Regiment and died of wounds inflicted in France on 

2nd August 1916. He is buried at St Sever Cemetery 

Rouen 

Knutsford Guardian 4th August 1916: ñMr Allcroft (sic), Moss 

Lane, Mobberley, on Wednesday night, had official notice of 

his son, Private Herbert Allcroft having been wounded. He 

joined the Army in August last year, and has been with the 

Cheshire Regiment in France several months. His condition 

is reported to be seriousò 

18th August 1916: ñMr and Mrs Aldcroft of Moss Lane 

Mobberley have received official notice from the Record 

Office of the death of their son Private Herbert Aldcroft which 

took place at the Stationery Hospital, Rouen, following 

wounds received in action. 

Private Aldcroft was 30 years of age and before enlisting worked at Mr Grestyôs farm. 

He joined the Army on August 12th last year and proceeded to France on March 4th 

of the present yearò 
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Daniel Bailey (76625/344815) was born in Mobberley in 1896. He and 

his sister Annie were born before Sarah Ann married Enoch Simcock in 

1900 when they lived with Sarah Annôs widowed mother in Pepper 

Street. By 1911 there were more children but with Simcock surnames. 

Daniel served with the Cheshires before joining the Oxfordshire and 

Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. He died on 1st October 1918 and is 

buried at Anneux British Cemetery. His name was read out at the service 

of commemoration in 1921 but is not on the Mobberley memorial listing 

those who died. He is, however, included on the Ashley memorial. 

 

John Bailey (27397/49599) worked at the new Rajar Works (built in 

1903). He was the son of John and Charlotte (nee Webster) of Town 

Lane and later (1917) Barnshaw Cottage in Pepper Street. He served 

with the South Lancs Regiment and later the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 

He was killed right at the end of the war on 15th October 1918 and is 

buried in Dadizeele British Cemetery in Belgium. 

 

John Bailey (23915) was born in Mobberley in 1892 to John and 

Elizabeth Bailey. John was a forester on Tatton Estate and by 1911 they 

had moved from New Mills in Mobberley to live at Tatton. John served in 

the 7th Battalion (óCô Company) Kingôs Shropshire Light Infantry and was 

killed in action on 25th April 1917. He is buried in Faubourg dôAmiens 

Cemetery. He is remembered on Rostherneôs war memorial. 

 

76670/344817 Stanley Vernon Baileyôs family moved from Sharston to 

Mobberley around 1900 and in 1911 were in Shelmerdine Farm (where 

the riding stables are now) in Newton Hall Lane. Vernon joined the 

Cheshire Regiment but when he was killed right at the end of the war on 

1st October 1918 he was with the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire 

Light Infantry. He is buried at Anneux British Cemetery. Vernon died on 

exactly the same date as Daniel Bailey, serving with the same regiment. 

They must have joined up together due to the close proximity of their 

regimental numbers. 
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James Robinson Barber (2404) was born in 1886 in Blackley Lancashire 

and in1911 was a Postman in Liverpool, but his father Richard and 

brother William were born in Mobberley where the family farmed at Mere 

House and then Stubbs Farm. Mary Downes (Whittick) remembers 

Stubbs Lane as ñBarberò Lane. James served with the Royal Field 

Artillery (165th Brigade óDô Battery). He was killed in action on 9th 

February 1918 and is buried in Roclincourt Cemetery. 

Frank Barrow (2305) was born in 1893 in Mobberley where his father 

John Barrow was a brick setter/builder living in Knolls Green. His mother 

was Frankôs second wife, Annie.  He served with the 1/7th Battalion 

Cheshire Regiment and died at Gallipoli on 5th December 1915. He is 

buried in Greece at the East Mudros Cemetery. His name is on the 

Alderley Edge memorial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knolls Green  1920s 
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Joseph Barrow (19321) was the son of Thomas and Ada Barrow. In 

1911 aged 17 he was with his parents at Blakeley Cottage and 

apprenticed to a grocer. He served with the Manchester Regiment (1st 

Manchester Pals) and was killed on the 23rd April 1917. He was buried at 

Faubourg dôAmiens Cemetery.  

Knutsford Guardian Friday May 11th 1917: ñNews reached Mobberley on 

Wednesday of the death on April 23rd of Lance Corporal Barrow of Mobberley. He 

enlisted shortly after the outbreak of the war and was slightly wounded last July and 

invalided home. Aged 24 he was the only son of Mr and Mrs Thomas Barrow. He 

was a promising member of the Wesleyan chapel and a Sunday-School teacher. 

Before joining the colours he was branch manager for Messrs Bratt & Hobson, 

Grocers, Broadheath.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Pump Cottage in Blakeley Lane may well have been Blakeley Cottage 
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Pte 9510 Lionel Algernon Vincent Bayley was ñslightlyò wounded, in the 

right leg, on 1st July 1916. He died of his wounds at the 45th Casualty 

Clearing Station on 4th July aged 23. He had enlisted in the Cheshire 

Regiment in September 1914 and requested a transfer to the 17th 

Manchesters in March 1915 in order to be with his elder brother Pte 

9175 Fred Bayley, also wounded on the 1st July. In 1911 the Bayley 

family were living in the Railway Cottages in Mobberley. Lionel was a 

nurseryman and had three (possibly four) brothers who served in the 

war. He is buried at Daours Communal Cemetery 

 

 

 

 

Knutsford Guardian Friday 14th July 1916: ñNews reached Mobberley this week of 

the death of Lionel Bayley son of Mr Frederick Bayley, platelayer, and also that 

Private Albert Bailey son of Mr Mark Bailey signalman had been wounded in the 

thigh by shrapnel. The families are neighbours occupying cottages at the station. 

Bayley is in hospital in England 

21st July 1916: ñLast week we announced the death of Private Lionel Bayley of 1 

Railway Cottages, Mobberley, son of Mr Frederick Bayley, platelayer, a report which 

was based on the official announcement from the War Office. The message gave the 

date of death as July 4th and that it followed on wounds. 

But the parents of Private Lionel Bayley are not at present regarding the notice as 

quite definitely correct, especially in view of the receipt of a letter dated July 5th (the 

Railway Cottages Today 


